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EVENING OF ENTERTAINMENT TO BENEFIT 
UM DISABILITIES SERVICE AND RESEARCH CENTER
MISSOULA —
An evening of entertainment to benefit a center that serves and does research for people 
with disabilities is set for Tuesday, Oct. 18, at The University of Montana.
The New Directions Wellness Center will host two screenings of the movie “Murderball” 
in the University Center Theater, which offers the most seating for wheelchair-users of any 
theater in Missoula. The 5:30 p.m. screening costs $5.
The 7:30 p.m. screening costs $15 for the general public and $10 for those living lightly. 
Michael Beers, an award-winning comic and UM student with a disability, will warm up the 
crowd before the movie. In addition, Sam Gloor, a member of the U.S. Quad Rugby Team and a 
star of “Murderball,” will introduce the movie and answer questions at the end of the show.
“Murderball” is a film about individuals with quadriplegia who play full-contact rugby in 
specialized “Mad Max-style” wheelchairs. It describes how they overcome unimaginable 
obstacles to compete in the Paralympic Games in Athens, Greece.
“What is most striking about this film is not only learning about the lives of these young 
men, but also that it dispels the vision that most people have that all people with quadriplegia are 
like Christopher Reeve and unable to lead active independent lives,” said James Laskin, director 
of UM’s New Directions Wellness Center.
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Besides attending the movie event, Gloor will speak at noon in the UC atrium to UM 
physical therapy, social work, pharmacy, and health and human performance students. In 
addition, he will conduct a quad rugby demonstration with physical therapy students from 11 
a.m. to noon and 1 to 2:45 p.m. Tuesday, Oct. 18, in the West Auxiliary Gym.
Laskin said that besides being a fund-raiser for the center, the movie screenings will help
promote Physical Therapy Month in October.
Established in 1998, New Directions Wellness Center serves people in semi-rural and 
urban environments who have a wide variety of physical limitations. The center is housed in the 
Applied Exercise Physiology Laboratory in Skaggs Building Room 025 as part of UM’s College
of Health Professions and Biomedical Sciences.
Laskin says the center now serves more than 120 individuals a month to take advantage 
of the supervised gym and physical therapy services. In addition, the lab provides an environment 
for high-quality research, engaging the services of about 15 students, interns, volunteers and 
researchers each semester.
He says the fund-raiser will help New Directions stay financially self-sufficient. Money 
for the center comes from gym fees and reimbursement for physical therapy services.
Sponsors of the events are the University Center, the UM Excellence Fund, the Rural 
Institute on Disabilities and the Montana Chapter of the American Physical Therapy Association. 
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